Chapter Study Questions 

As you read, please answer the following questions for each chapter.  You will need to write your responses on separate paper.  Use COMPLETE SENTENCES, be thorough in your responses, and be sure to answer ALL PARTS OF EACH QUESTION!  You do not need to rewrite the questions, but please skip lines on your paper between each answer.  Writing must be LEGIBLE in order to be evaluated for credit.

Chapters I, II, and III

1. Why was Scyld Scefing so loved by his people?

2. Describe how he died.

3. What was the relationship between Hrothgar and Scyld Scefing?

4. Why was Hrothgar selected to be king after his father died?

5. Who was Grendel?  Describe him.

6. At this point in the story, who represents good and who represents evil? (Theme question)
7. The morning after the banquet, Hrothgar is awakened by a terrible dream.  He tells his servants and orders them to go down to the hall.  Did Hrothgar’s servants believe in his nightmare?  Did it come true?  How?

8. Why do you think Grendel attacks Heorot?  

9. What do you think Heorot symbolizes before the attack?

10. Why do you think that thirty men offer no resistance to Grendel?

11. What does Queen Wealhtheow believe about Grendel?  

12. What does Unferth believe about Grendel?

13. How does King Hrothgar prepare for Grendel?

14. Describe the events of Grendel’s second visit to Heorot.

15. What happens when Queen Wealhtheow throws the burning brand into the dark?  How did this save King Hrothgar’s life?
Chapters IV and V

1. How did the story of Grendel get to the court of Hygelac, King of the Geats?

2. Describe Beowulf’s physical appearance.  

3. Describe Beowulf’s character.

4. What happened to Beowulf’s eyes?

5. Why do you think this is important to know about Beowulf?

6. How did Beowulf turn his weakness into strength?

7. Besides their “skill as warriors” what other qualities do you think caused Beowulf to choose his fourteen companions to travel to Hrothgar’s kingdom?

8. How does the coastguard react to Beowulf’s plan to fight Grendel?

9. What impressed Beowulf when he first saw Heorot?  

10. What impressed Beowulf when he first saw the badlands?

11. Why do you think Beowulf left his sword behind?

12. Describe the effect the slaughter in the hall had on King Hrothgar.

13. What creature does Beowulf compare himself to and why?

14. How is Beowulf’s eating the apple significant?  How does Unferth react to this?

15. What belief does Beowulf express about good versus evil?

16. Queen Wealhtheow seems to understand Beowuf.  How does she explain Beowulf’s beliefs to her husband?

17. Who is Breca?

18. Unferth tries to point out that Beowulf is not as good as he appears.  What does Unferth tell King Hrothgar?  Why?

19. How does Beowulf present the indident?

20. How does King Hrothgar respond to Beowulf’s story?

21. How does Unferth seem different than the others?  

22. Why do you think he feels uncomfortable with the others?

Chapters VI and VII

NO STUDY QUESTIONS OR VOCAB REQUIRED.

ILLUSTRATION AND PARAGRAPH FOR CHS 1 – 6 WAS ASSIGNED INSTEAD.

Chapters VIII and IX

1. Grendel’s mother wants revenge for Beowulf’s victory over her son.  What and whom does she take from Hrothgar’s hall?

2. Describe the fen as Beowulf sees it when he and his men follow the spoor in search of Grendel’s mother.

3. It seems that Unferth killed Aeschere while he slept.  How does Beowulf explain Unferth’s actions in chapter 8?

4. What happens to Unferth?

5. Why does Beowulf refer to Unferth as “a person to be pitied?”

6. Do you agree?  Why or why not?  Explain your response.

7. What is Beowulf’s best weapon?  How do you explain this?

Chapters X, XI, and XII

1. Beowulf plunges into the pool and is embraced by the arms of Grendel’s mother, and she overcomes him.  How does his own scream save him?  What does he do differently?

2. How does Beowulf describe the source of his strength to Grendel’s mother?  In your own words, what do you think he is saying about himself?

3. How does Beowulf manage to strangle Grendel’s mother?

4. When Beowulf sees the treasure, what is the only thing that interests him?  

5. Describe how the dead body of Grendel reacts to the sword.

6. How are color and light used when Beowulf emerges from the pool with Grendel’s head and when four men carry it to the king and queen?

7. What does Beowulf mean when he says he was wounded by himself?

8. What do you think the toothache represents?

9. Why does Beowulf want to return home?   

10. How do the king and queen react?

11. What gift do they give to Beowulf?

12. What does Beowulf give to the coastguard?  

13. What question does the coastguard ask him?  Does Beowulf’s answer make sense?

14. How would you explain the significance of both black and white birds following Beowulf home?

Chapters XIII, XIV, XV, and XVI

1. What gifts does Beowulf give to his uncle Hygelac?  

2. What gifts does he give Hygelac’s young wife, Queen Hygd?

3. How do you know that Beowulf treasures the golden collar, which Queen Wealhtheow gave him?

4. What is the only gift Beowulf keeps for himself?

5. How does King Hygelac reward his nephew Beowulf?

6. Beowulf passes the next few years keeping bees.  Why do the bees never sting him?

7. How does King Hygelac die?

8. Why does Beowulf refuse the throne when Queen Hygd urges the people to make him king?

9. What is King Hardred’s undoing?

10. Explain how Beowulf becomes king.

11. Why does Beowulf kill Onela?

12. Beowulf rules in peace for forty years after the death of Onela.  During that time he tends his bees.  He says that the bees taught him to rule wisely.  What habits do bees have which exhibit order and might be applied to the world of men?

13. Why does the disgruntled slave steal the jeweled cup?

14. What is the Firedrake?

15. What does the Firedrake do for revenge?

16. Why does Beowulf say the slave should eat honey?

17. Why does Beowulf tell Wiglaf the story of Sigemund and Fitela?  

18. What do Sigemund and Fitela use that Beowulf plans to use with Wiglaf against the Firedrake?

19. How do Beowulf and Wiglaf outwit the Firedrake?

20. Describe how the Firedrake is killed.

21. How does Beowulf, now an old man, change his views on fighting from those he believed as a young man?

22. Does Beowulf expect the world to understand him?  Why or why not?

23. How does Beowulf die?

24. Who becomes king after Beowulf?

25. Does he ever tell the story of the bees?  Why or why not?
